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Cairo — Building on the success of its Egypt: Forward Forum and Site Visits in June, 2011, in the United
States, the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) conducted consultations this week with Egyptian
government and private sector partners about how Egypt and the U.S. can work together to boost trade.
USTDA Regional Director for North Africa Mr. Carl B. Kress briefed USTDA partners in Egypt on the
outcomes stemming from the Egypt: Forward Forum and Site Visits. Business agreements worth more than
$3 billion were signed at the Egypt: Forward Forum, and more than $100 million in additional deals are
anticipated as a result of meetings during the Forum and Site Visits.

“U.S.-Egyptian business cooperation represents important opportunities for both countries, in Egypt and
throughout the Middle East and Africa.” said Mr. Kress. “In this critical time, we are focusing USTDA’s
program on supporting increased trade and business partnerships that will create jobs and increase economic
activity in both countries.”

Mr. Kress also met with senior officials at GAFI, the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as well as ICT sector public and private sector delegates
who participated in the Egypt: Forward Forum and Site Visits and ICT sector representatives from the
American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt. The discussions focused on developing an ICT sector technical
workshop, one of four sector-specific technical workshops planned for the coming year.

In the interest of facilitating communication between the many American and Egyptian companies that seek
to work together, USTDA recently launched a dedicated website focusing on resources and activities that can
facilitate such cooperation. The website can be found at http://EgyptForward.ustda.gov. USTDA looks
forward to several future visits to Egypt in the coming months, both to advance the Egypt: Forward Initiative
and to seek out new project opportunities in need of project planning assistance.
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